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MAY 29, 2022
SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN
THE MARTYRS THEODOSIA OF TYRE AND THEODOSIA OF
CONSTANTINOPLE; HIEROMARTYR OLVIAN, BISHOP OF ANEOS, AND THOSE
WITH HIM, JOHN OF SMYRNA; JOHN OF USTIYUGH, FOOL-FOR-CHRIST

DURING THE LITTLE ENTRANCE
Troparion of the Feast Tone 5: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling
down death by death, and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life.
Arabic: Al-ma-sih qam min bai-ni l-am-wat, wa-wa-ti-a l-mowt bilmowt, wa-wa-ha-ba l-hayah, lil-la-dhi-na fi l-qu-bur (sung alternately
with Psalm verses in between).
THE PASCHAL ENTRANCE HYMN
Priest: In the gathering places bless ye God the Lord from the springs
of Israel. People: Save us O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead,
who sing to Thee, Alleluia.
HYMNS AFTER THE LITTLE ENTRANCE
All: Troparion of the Resurrection in the Fifth Tone: Let us believers
praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit,
born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending
the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His
glorious Resurrection. (Repeat in Arabic)
Troparion to St. Mark in the Fourth Tone: From thy childhood the
light of truth enlightened thee, O Mark, and thou didst love the labor of
Christ the Savior. Wherefore thou didst follow Peter with zeal and didst
serve Paul as a fellow laborer and didst enlighten the world with thy
holy Gospel.
Kontakion of Pascha Tone 8: Down to the grave though thou wentest
immortal Lord. Yet didst thou there hurl down death by thy throne of
might and art risen with vict’ry crowned, O Christ our true God; And
hast hailed with glad greeting the women that came with myrrh; And
unto thine Apostles hast graciously sent thy peace, O Lord that grantest
the fallen to rise with thee.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Prokeimenon (Psalm 11:7,1) You, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve
us. Save me O Lord, for the godly man has failed.
Section from the Acts of the Apostles (16:16-34)

In those days, as we apostles were going to the place of prayer, we
were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her
owners much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying,
"These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you
the way of salvation." And this she did for many days. But Paul was
annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, "I charge you in the name of
Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very hour.
But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the rulers;
and when they had brought them to the magistrates they said, "These
men are Jews and they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs
which it is not lawful for us Romans to accept or practice." The crowd
joined in attacking them; and the magistrates tore the garments off them
and gave orders to beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted
many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, charging the jailer
to keep them safely. Having received this charge, he put them into the
inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.
But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns
to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there
was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and every one's
fetters were unfastened. When the jailer woke and saw that the prison
doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself,
supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud
voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." And he called for
lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul
and Silas, and brought them out and said, "Men, what must I do to be
saved?" And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved, you and your household." And they spoke the word of the Lord
to him and to all that were in his house. And he took them the same
hour of the night, and washed their wounds, and he was baptized at
once, with all his family. Then he brought them up into his house, and
set food before them; and he rejoiced with all his household that he had
believed in God.

Alleluia Verses (88:1, 2) I will sing of your mercies, O Lord, for ever.
For you have said: “Mercy shall be built up for ever.”
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John (9:1-38)
At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw a man blind from his
birth. And his disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made
manifest in him. We must work the works of him who sent me, while
it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world." As he said this, he spat on the ground
and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the clay,
saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent).
So he went and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those
who had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the man who
used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is he"; others said, "No, but he is
like him." He said, "I am the man." They said to him, "Then how were
your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man called Jesus made clay
and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so I went
and washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is he?"
He said, "I do not know."
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his
eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight.
And he said to them, "He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see."
Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do
such signs?" There was a division among them. So they again said to
the blind man, "What do you say about him, since he has opened your
eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet."
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight,
and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?" His parents answered, "We know that this is

our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not
know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he
will speak for himself." His parents said this because they feared the
Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if any one should confess
him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his
parents said, "He is of age, ask him."
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and
said to him, "Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner."
He answered, "Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know,
that though I was blind, now I see." They said to him, "What did he do
to you? How did he open your eyes?" He answered them, "I have told
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you too want to become his disciples?" And they reviled
him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where he comes from." The man answered, "Why, this is a
marvel! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my
eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if any one is a
worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never since the
world began has it been heard that any one opened the eyes of a man
born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." They
answered him, "You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?"
And they cast him out.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said,
"Do you believe in the Son of man?" He answered, "And who is he, sir,
that I may believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and
it is he who speaks to you." He said, "Lord, I believe"; and he
worshipped him.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
OTHER CHANGES FOR SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN
Instead of "It is truly meet...", sing the Pascha hymn, "The Angel cried
to the Lady...", and "Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem...".

Communion Hymn: “Receive ye the body of Christ and taste and see
him that is found deathless.”
Instead of "We have seen the true light...”, “we sing "Christ is risen..."
Note: During the Paschal season, for the Communion of the people,
we sing the Troparion of Pascha is various languages.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Holy Oblations are offered today by Wafa Hanna for the health and
salvation of her sisters Saba and Samiha and for her entire family; by
the Whitacre and Laffoon families for Emilie Laffoon on her birthday
(May 27) and by Edna Deeb for the speedy surgery recovery of her
cousin, Kevin Anthoney, and in loving memory of her sister Caren
Deeb Kouri (4 years on June 2)
Coffee Hour today is sponsored by the Coffee Hour Committee.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Please remember in your prayers: Yuri Sidorenko, May Dabbah,
Sylvia Saba, Tarek Fakhouri, Adib and Nabila Zabaneh, Laura Anter
(brain surgery), and the suffering people of Haiti, India, Syria, Iraq,
Lebanon, Egypt, Libya, Ethiopia, Somalia, Palestine, Venezuela,
Ukraine, and all people afflicted by violence and disease, especially
those affected by the Coronavirus.
This Week
Tuesday 6:45 p.m., Adult Education
Wednesday June 1 The Feast of Ascension will be celebrated on
with Orthros at 5:30 p.m. and Divine Liturgy at 6:45 p.m.
Next Week
No Tuesday evening Adult Education or Wednesday evening Little
Compline as Fr Michael will be out of town.
Upcoming Events
Sunday June 12, Holy Pentecost
The 2022 Western Diocese Parish Life Conference will be held in
Santa Clara, CA at the Santa Clara Marriott, and hosted by the

Orthodox Church of the Redeemer of Los Altos. The dates of the PLC
are June 29 to July 3. To make hotel reservations and sign up for the
PLC, please go to https://www.laplc.org/la
Fr. Michael’s Retirement Luncheon
We are gearing up to celebrate over 3 decades with our Abouna. This
is a bittersweet time for us since we are happy for Fr. Michael but sad
to see him go. Fr. Michael’s retirement has been moved to midAugust. Therefore, the Retirement Celebration has been moved to
Sunday July 31. Please save the date for his celebration with
reservation information coming out in the next few weeks.
July 31, Social Hour at 2:30 PM, Mediterranean meal at 3:00 PM.
St. Paul’s Greek Orthodox Church Hall, Irvine
Limit of 300 seats
Sincerely,
Retirement Party Committee
Nelson and Jerri Lynn Mamey, Rima Tarazi, Barbara Scholl, Kristin
Chala and Paula Rodriguez
Quote of the Day
...everything that is of God is peaceful and useful and leads a man to
humility and to judging himself.
St. Barsanuphius the Great
Sunday of the Blind Man (Sixth Sunday of Pascha)
The Lord Jesus was coming from the Temple on the Sabbath, when,
while walking in the way, He saw the blind man mentioned in today's
Gospel. This man had been born thus from his mother's womb, that is,
he had been born without eyes (see Saint John Chrysostom, Homily
LVI on Matthew; Saint Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Book V:15; and
the second Exorcism of Saint Basil the Great). When the disciples saw
this, they asked their Teacher, "Who did sin, this man, or his parents,
that he was born blind?" They asked this because when the Lord had
healed the paralytic at the Sheep's Pool, He had told him, "Sin no

more, lest a worse thing come unto thee" (John 5:14); so they
wondered, if sickness was caused by sin, what sin could have been the
cause of his being born without eyes. But the Lord answered that this
was for the glory of God. Then the God-man spat on the ground and
made clay with the spittle. He anointed the eyes of the blind man and
said to him, "Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam." Siloam (which means
"sent") was a well-known spring in Jerusalem used by the inhabitants
for its waters, which flowed to the eastern side of the city and
collected in a large pool called "the Pool of Siloam."
Therefore, the Saviour sent the blind man to this pool that he might
wash his eyes, which had been anointed with the clay-not that the
pool's water had such power, but that the faith and obedience of the
one sent might be made manifest, and that the miracle might become
more remarkable and known to all, and leave no room for doubt. Thus,
the blind man believed in Jesus' words, obeyed His command, went
and washed himself, and returned, no longer blind, but having eyes
and seeing. This was the greatest miracle that our Lord had yet
worked; as the man healed of his blindness himself testified, "Since
time began, never was it heard that any man opened the eyes of one
that was born blind," although the Lord had already healed the blind
eyes of many. Because he now had eyes, some even doubted that he
was the same person (John 9:8-9); and it was still lively in their
remembrance when Christ came to the tomb of Lazarus, for they said,
"Could not this man, who opened the eyes of the blind man, have
caused that even this man should not have died?" Saint John
Chrysostom gives a thorough and brilliant exposition of our Lord's
meeting with the woman of Samaria, the healing of the paralytic, and
the miracle of the blind man in his commentaries on the Gospel of
Saint John.

The Orthodox Christian greeting of Pascha
CHRIST IS RISEN!
TRULY HE IS RISEN!

AL-MASSIH QAM!
HAKKAN QAM! (Arabic)

CHRISTOS ANESTI!
ALITHOS ANESTI! (Greek)

CHRISTOS A INVIAT!
ADEVERAT A INVIAT! (Romanian)

CHRISTOS VOSKRESE!
VOISTINU VOSKRESE! (Slavonic)

CRISTO HA RESUCITADO!
EN VERDAD HA RESUCITADO! (Spanish)

