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GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA

APRIL 24, 2022

DURING THE LITTLE ENTRANCE
Troparion of the Feast Tone 5: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling
down death by death, and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life.
Arabic: Al-ma-sih qam min bai-ni l-am-wat, wa-wa-ti-a l-mowt bilmowt, wa-wa-ha-ba l-hayah, lil-la-dhi-na fi l-qu-bur (sung alternately
with Psalm verses in between).
THE PASCHAL ENTRANCE HYMN
Priest: In the gathering places bless ye God the Lord from the springs
of Israel. People: Save us O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead,
who sing to Thee, Alleluia.
HYMNS AFTER THE LITTLE ENTRANCE
Troparion of the Feast Tone 5: (slow melody, in Greek, see p. 26 in
the Pascha service book)
The Hypakoe of Pascha Tone 4: They who were with Mary came
before the dawn, found the stone rolled away from the sepulcher, and
heard the angels say unto them, why seek ye him as man with the dead,
who dwells in light eternal? Behold the grave wrappings; make haste
and declare to the world that the Lord is risen, and hath caused death to
die; for he is the Son of God, the Savior of mankind.
Kontakion of Pascha Tone 8: Down to the grave though thou wentest
immortal Lord. Yet didst thou there hurl down death by thy throne of
might and art risen with vict’ry crowned, O Christ our true God; And
hast hailed with glad greeting the women that came with myrrh; And
unto thine Apostles hast graciously sent thy peace, O Lord that grantest
the fallen to rise with thee.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
“As many as have been baptized into Christ…” replaces “Holy
God…,”
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Prokeimenon (Ps. 117:24, 29) This is the day which the Lord has
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good; for his mercy endures forever.
Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1:1-8)
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began
to do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given
commandment through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. To them he presented himself alive after his passion by many
proofs, appearing to them during forty days, and speaking of the
kingdom of God. And while staying with them he charged them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which,
he said, "you heard from me, for John baptized with water, but before
many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit."
So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at
this time restore the kingdom of Israel?" He said to them, "It is not for
you to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by his own
authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria and to the end of the earth."
Alleluia Verses Psalm 101:13, 19. You O Lord, shall rise and have
mercy on Zion. The Lord has looked upon the earth from heaven.
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John (1:1-17)
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made
through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In
him was life and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came
for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all might believe through
him. He was not the light, but was to bear witness to the light.
The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world
knew him not. He came to his own, and his own received him not. But

to children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and
truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
[John bore witness to him, and cried, "This is he of whom I said, 'he
who comes after me ranks before me, for he was before me.'"] And from
his fullness have we all received, grace upon grace. For the law was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
After the gospel, the Paschal Homily of St. John Chrysostom is read,
followed by the singing of the saint’s Apolytikion (Troparion).
“The Angel cried unto the Lady…” replaces “It is truly meet…”
“Receive ye the body of Christ and taste and see him that is found
deathless.” replaces “Praise ye the Lord…”
“Christ is risen from the dead…” (Once, slowly) replaces “We have
seen the true light…”
“Christ is risen from the dead…” (Three times, quickly) replaces
“Blessed be the name of the Lord…”
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
PLEASE NOTE: TRISAGION PRAYERS OF MERCY for the
Departed may not be said as a 9th day, 40th day, 6th month, or an
anniversary
memorial from
Lazarus
Saturday
through
Thomas Sunday. The only Trisagion Prayers of Mercy permitted
during that period are those said for the faithful who pass from this life
in these holy days. Thus, the next Sunday at which the Trisagion Prayers
of Mercy can be sung will be May 8.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Megalynarion of Palm Sunday (Instead of “It is truly meet…”)
God the Lord hath appeared unto us; let us celebrate the Feast and let
us rejoice and magnify Christ; and with palms and branches let us
raise our voices unto him with praise, saying, Blessed is he that
cometh in the Name of the Lord our Savior.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Holy Oblations are offered today by Goldie Daruty for the soul of
her newly-departed brother, Paul Ajalat; by Georgette Popa for the
soul of her son Raresh and by Barbara Scholl for her mother, Mary
Dibs on the occasion of her birthday (April 27).
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Please remember in your prayers: Yuri Sidorenko, May Dabbah,
Sylvia Saba, Fatin Fakhouri (burns), Tarek Fakhouri, Adib and
Nabila Zabaneh, Laura Anter (brain surgery), and the suffering
people of Haiti, India, Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Egypt, Libya, Ethiopia,
Somalia, Palestine, Venezuela, Ukraine, and all people afflicted by
violence and disease, especially those affected by the Coronavirus.
The Palm Sunday Bake Sale was chaired by Adele Munayyer,
Samira Attalah and Najat Khoury. Thank you, Ladies, and thanks to
and to all the Ladies who baked, donated and helped in setting up,
selling and cleaning up. The net profit from the Sale is just over
$2,200.
“Remember those who love the beauty of Thy house.”
The palms used to decorate the iconostasis, etc. were donated by the
Khamis family and arranged by Gisele Awayjan. The Palm Sunday
Icon was decorated by Nuha Qushair. The flowers for Holy Friday and
Pascha are donated by Wafa Hanna, who with assistance from others
also decorated the Holy Bier.
Today
Agape Vespers of Pascha Sunday, 1:00 p.m.
This Week
Wednesday 6:30 p.m. Liturgy for our patron, the Holy Apostle
Mark. Orthros at 5:30 p.m.
Next Week
Sunday May 1, Thomas Sunday
Upcoming Events
Sunday May 8, Mothers Day

Fr. Michael’s Retirement Luncheon
We are gearing up to celebrate over 3 decades with our Abouna. This
is a bittersweet time for us since we are happy for Fr. Michael but sad
to see him go. Fr. Michael’s retirement has been moved to midAugust. Therefore, the Retirement Celebration has been moved to
Sunday July 31. Please save the date for his celebration with
reservation information coming out in the next few weeks.
July 31, Social Hour at 2:30 PM, Mediterranean meal at 3:00 PM.
St. Paul’s Greek Orthodox Church Hall, Irvine
Limit of 300 seats
Sincerely,
Retirement Party Committee
Nelson and Jerri Lynn Mamey, Rima Tarazi, Barbara Scholl, Kristin
Chala and Paula Rodriguez
Quote from the Saints
"'Let us say, Brethren! And because of the Resurrection, let us forgive
all things to those who hate us...' (Doxasticon of Pascha). You easily
forgive yourself, if you have sinned against God, or against men;
accordingly forgive other people, too. Love your neighbor as yourself,
forgive him much." -- St. John of Kronstadt
THE PASCHAL HOMILY OF SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
If any man be devout and love God, let him enjoy this fair and radiant
triumphal feast. If any man be a wise servant, let him rejoicing enter
into the joy of his Lord. If any have labored long in fasting, let him now
receive his recompense. If any have wrought from the first hour, let him
today receive his just reward. If any have come at the third hour, let him
with thankfulness keep the feast. If any have arrived at the sixth hour,
let him have no misgivings; because he shall in nowise be deprived
thereof. If any have delayed until the ninth hour, let him draw near,
fearing nothing. If any have tarried even until the eleventh hour, let him,

also, be not alarmed at his tardiness; for the Lord, who is jealous of his
honor, will accept the last even as the first; he gives rest unto him who
comes at the eleventh hour, even as unto him who has wrought from the
first hour.
And he shows mercy upon the last, and cares for the first; and to the one
he gives, and upon the other he bestows gifts. And he both accepts the
deeds, and welcomes the intention, and honors the acts and praises the
offering. Wherefore, enter you all into the joy of your Lord; and receive
your reward, both the first, and likewise the second. You rich and poor
together, hold high festival. You sober and you heedless, honor the day.
Rejoice today, both you who have fasted and you who have disregarded
the fast. The table is full-laden; feast ye all sumptuously. The calf is
fatted; let no one go hungry away.
Enjoy ye all the feast of faith: Receive ye all the riches of lovingkindness. Let no one bewail his poverty, for the universal kingdom has
been revealed. Let no one weep for his iniquities, for pardon has shown
forth from the grave. Let no one fear death, for the Savior’s death has
set us free. He that was held prisoner of it has annihilated it.
By descending into Hell, He made Hell captive. He embittered it when
it tasted of His flesh. And Isaiah, foretelling this, did cry: Hell, said he,
was embittered, when it encountered Thee in the lower regions.
The congregation loudly repeats the word “embittered” each time, as
indicated.
It was embittered, (embittered!) for it was abolished. It was embittered,
(embittered!) for it was mocked. It was embittered, (embittered!) for
it was slain. It was embittered, (embittered!) for it was overthrown. It
was embittered (embittered!), for it was fettered in chains. It took a
body, and met God face to face. It took earth, and encountered Heaven.
It took that which was seen, and fell upon the unseen.
O Death, where is your sting?
O Hell, where is your victory?
Christ is risen, and you are overthrown.
Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen.
Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice.

Christ is risen, and life reigns. Christ is risen, and not one dead remains
in the grave.
For Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the first fruits of those
who have fallen asleep.

To Him be glory and dominion unto ages of ages. Amen.

The Orthodox Christian greeting of Pascha
CHRIST IS RISEN!
TRULY HE IS RISEN!
AL-MASSIH QAM!
HAKKAN QAM! (Arabic)
CHRISTOS ANESTI!
ALITHOS ANESTI! (Greek)
CHRISTOS A INVIAT!
ADEVERAT A INVIAT! (Romanian)
CHRISTOS VOSKRESE!
VOISTINU VOSKRESE! (Slavonic)
CRISTO HA RESUCITADO!
EN VERDAD HA RESUCITADO! (Spanish)

