St. Mark Antiochian Orthodox Church
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese, Diocese of the West
17840 Sky Park Circle, Irvine CA 92614 (949) 851-8933
Website: www.st-mark-church.org
Archpriest Michael Laffoon, Priest Patrick Irish
Protodeacon George Moubayed, Sub Deacon Athanasius Fakhouri
Choir Director Barbara Scholl
Chanters: Jacob Bahbah, Mark Ellis, Theresa Joubran,
Karim Youssef
Teen Advisor: Fatin Fakhouri

OCTOBER 17, 2021
Sunday of Holy Fathers of Seventh Ecumenical Council & Fourth Sunday of
Luke Prophet Hosea; Venerable-martyr Andrew of Crete

HYMNS AFTER THE LITTLE ENTRANCE
Troparion for the Resurrection, in the Eighth Tone: From the heights
Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the
three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our
life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.
Troparion of the Holy Fathers in the Eighth Tone: Thou, O Christ, art
our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our Holy Fathers as
luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the true
Faith, O most merciful One, glory to Thee.
All: Troparion to St. Mark in the Fourth Tone: From thy childhood the
light of truth enlightened thee, O Mark, and thou didst love the labor of
Christ the Savior. Wherefore thou didst follow Peter with zeal and didst
serve Paul as a fellow laborer and didst enlighten the world with thy holy
Gospel.
Kontakion for the Theotokos in the Second Tone: O protection of
Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most
constant: O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned, but
be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto
thee: Hasten to intercession and speed thou to make supplication, thou
who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Prokeimenon (Daniel 3:26, 27) Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our
Fathers. For you are just in all you have done.
Section from the Epistle of St. Paul to Titus (3:8-15)
Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these
things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to apply
themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and profitable to men. But
avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over
the law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is
factious, after admonishing him once or twice, have nothing more to do
with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is selfcondemned.

When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come
to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your
best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they
lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves to good deeds,
so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful.
All who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love us
in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.
Alleluia Verses (Psalm 43:1, 7) O God, with our ears have we heard, for
our fathers have told us the work which Thou hadst wrought in their
days, in the days of old. For Thou hast saved us from them that afflict us,
and them that hate us hast Thou put to shame.
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke (8:5-15)
The Lord spoke this parable: "A sower went out to sow his
seed; and as he sowed, some fell along the path, and was trodden under
foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the rock; and
as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some
fell among thorns; and the thorns grew with it and choked it. And some
fell into good soil and grew, and yielded a hundredfold."
And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said,
"To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but
for others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and
hearing they may not understand.
Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones
along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes
away the word from their hearts, that they may not believe and be saved.
And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word,
receive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe for a while and in
time of temptation fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they
are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the
cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.
And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word,
hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with
patience. As Jesus said this, he called out, "He who has ears to hear, let
him hear."

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Holy Oblations are offered by
Coffee Hour is offered by the Coffee Hour committee.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Please remember in your prayers: Yuri Sidorenko, Therese Joubran,
May Dabbah, Jamal El-Sayegh, Tarek Fakhouri, Adib and Nabila
Zabaneh, and the suffering people of Haiti, India, Syria, Iraq,
Lebanon, Egypt, Libya, Ethiopia, Somalia, Palestine, Venezuela,
Ukraine, and all people afflicted by violence and disease, especially
those affected by the Coronavirus.
Note: According to the recent CDC guidelines, if you are fully
vaccinated, you need not wear a mask in church or in the hall. If you are
not, you should wear a mask. A social distancing area has been set aside
in the church on the left side (as one faces the altar).
Today
We will install our 2021-2022Parish Council and our Antiochian
Women’s Officer.
October is Youth Month!
October each year in the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of
North America is celebrated as Youth Month. During this month teens
help in the Church by singing in the choir, chanting, reading the epistles,
taking the collections, hosting the coffee hours, etc.
To learn more about Antiochian Teen SOYO please visit
www.teensoyo.org.
This Week
Tuesday No Adult Education class this week.
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Vespers
Next week
Sunday October 17, Teen SOYO meeting, after Church School

Tuesday October 26, 6:45 p.m. Adult Education
Wednesday October 27, 6:00 p.m. Vespers
Upcoming Services & Events
Sunday October 24, An Altar Servers Workshop will be held after
Church School. Pizza lunch will be provided for the participants.
Saturday November 27, The 57th Sweetheart Ball hosted by the St.
Nicholas Cathedral Ladies Society: Universal City Hotel, Universal City.
For details see the enclosed flyer.
Quote from the Saints
"I have seen pride lead to humility. And I remembered him who said: Who
hath known the mind of the Lord? The pit and offspring of conceit is a fall;
but a fall is often an occasion of humility for those who are willing to use
it to their advantage." -- St. John Climacus
The Holy Prophet Hosea (October 17)
According to some, Hosea, whose name means "God is help," was from
the tribe of Issachar, or more likely, from that of Reuben; he was the son
of Beeri. He is the first in order of the twelve minor Prophets and the most
ancient of all. He prophesied in the days of the divided Kingdom; the Lord
told him to take a harlot to wife (Hosea 1:2), and then an adulteress (ibid.,
3:1). The harlot, a known sinner, was a figure of the Kingdom of Israel in
Samaria, which openly worshipped idols; the adulteress, lawfully married
yet sinning secretly with her lovers, was a figure of the Kingdom of Judah
in Jerusalem, which, while having the Temple, and the priesthood, and the
divine worship according to the Law, stealthily served the idols also. The
Prophet Hosea prophesied for sixty years, and lived for some ninety years,
from 810 to 720 B.C. His book is divided into fourteen chapters.
BUY SCRIP
Our Ladies Guild buys scrip from many and various stores and
restaurants (see list included in this bulletin) at a 3 to 10% discount. When
you buy the scrip, which is accepted just like cash at the issuing store, the

parish benefits. You pay no more for these goods and services and are
making a donation to our parish. You can purchase this scrip from Saeda
Turk on Sundays or use the new mobile app, RaiseRight by
ShopWithScrip, is simply the right way to fundraise. Just make sure to
choose "E-Gift Card" and you will have it in your email in less than a
minute. Let’s start shopping and earning money for your favorite
church, St Mark Irvine! Get the app: https://www.raiseright.com/ USE
THE ENROLLMENT CODE LFA187LD11116

