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AUGUST 16, 2020
TH

10 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
AFTER-FEAST OF THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS &
RECOVERY FROM EDESSA OF THE ICON OF CHRIST NOT MADE BY HANDS:
‘THE HOLY NAPKIN’

DURING THE LITTLE ENTRANCE
Troparion of the Dormition in the First Tone: In giving birth, you preserved
your virginity. In falling-asleep you did not forsake the world, O Theotokos! You
were translated to life, O Mother of Life, and by your prayers you deliver our souls
from death.
HYMNS AFTER THE LITTLE ENTRANCE
Troparion of the Resurrection in the First Tone: While the stone was sealed by
the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst arise on
the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly
powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O
Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the
lover of mankind.
Troparion of the Icon of Christ in the Second Tone: Thy pure image do we
venerate, O good One, asking forgiveness of our sins, O Christ our God; for by
Thine own will Thou didst ascend the Cross in Thy body, to save Thy creatures
from the bondage of the enemy. Wherefore, with thankfulness we cry aloud to
thee: Thou hast verily filled all with you since thou didst come, O Savior, to save
the world.
Troparion of the Dormition in the First Tone (See above)
All: Troparion to St. Mark in the Fourth Tone: From thy childhood the light of
truth enlightened thee, O Mark, and thou didst love the labor of Christ the Savior.
Wherefore thou didst follow Peter with zeal and didst serve Paul as a fellow
laborer and didst enlighten the world with thy holy Gospel.
Kontakion of the Dormition in the Second Tone: Verily, the Theotokos, who is
ever watchful in intercessions, who is never rejected, neither tomb nor death could
control. But being the Mother of Life, he who dwelt in her ever-virgin womb did
translate her to life.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Prokeimenon (Psalm 32:22, 1) Let your mercy be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O
you righteous.
Reading from St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. (Chapter 4:9-16)
Brethren, I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men
sentenced to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels
and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are
weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. To the
present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and homeless, and

we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted,
we endure; when slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become, and are now, as
the refuse of the world, the off scouring of all things.
I do not write this to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved
children. For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many
fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. I urge you,
then, be imitators of me.
Alleluia verses (Psalm 17:47, 50) It is God who avenges me. God magnifies the
salvation of his king, and deals mercifully with his anointed.
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (17:14-23)
At that time, a man came up to Jesus and kneeling before him said, "Lord, have
mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly; for often he falls
into the fire, and often into the water. And I brought him to your disciples, and
they could not heal him." And Jesus answered, "O faithless and perverse
generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring
him here to me." And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the
boy was cured instantly. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why
could we not cast it out?" He said to them, "Because of your little faith. For truly, I
say to you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this
mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be
impossible to you. This kind never come out except by prayer and fasting."
As they were traveling together through Galilee, Jesus said to them, "The Son of
man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him, and he will
rise on the third day."
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Holy oblations are given today by Fr. Michael, for the soul of Fr. Michael
Lewis of St. Luke Church, departed this life 9 years. Memory Eternal!
Please note that we can donate for disaster relief for Lebanon via the Archdiocese
at https://antiochian.networkforgood.com/projects/106179-financial-aid-followingbeirut-explosion
Until further notice, there is no Coffee Hour.

Please remember in your prayers: Eleanor Wackeen, Yuri Sidorenko, Jamal ElSayegh, Tarek Fakhouri, Adele Bahbah, Paul Qaqundah, Theresa Joubran,
Gloria Mamey and the suffering people of Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Egypt, Libya,
Ethiopia, Somalia, Palestine, Venezuela, Ukraine, and all people afflicted by
violence and disease, especially those affected by the Coronavirus.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Good Samaritan Fund
Several years ago, St. Mark Church established a fund for assisting those in need,
both within our parish and in the general community. From time to time we ask for
contributions to the Good Samaritan Fund, and this is one of those times. If you
are in need of assistance or you are aware of someone in our parish that needs
financial assistance, please speak with Fr. Michael.
Today
Please remember that even in the midst of this difficult period, the expenses of
the parish continue. It is important that we send in our donations and pledges
via U.S. mail, or if you prefer to pay by credit card go to our new parish web
page www.st-mark-church.org and click on “Donate” We are working to keep
our expenditures as low as possible until things return to a more normal state.
A Note from Khouria Donna
Dear St. Mark Parishioners and friends,
I would like to thank you all for your many kind, supportive words and flowers on
the passing of my mother Ruth.
She enjoyed many events with you including the Wine Tasting. While my family
will miss her, we are comforted in knowing she lived a happy, eventful Christian
life and is in God's hands now with my Dad.
I love you and pray for you daily. Thank you all,
Donna Laffoon
This Week
Wednesday Vespers 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Vespers 4:00 0.m.

Quote from the Saints
"Meekness is a rock overlooking the sea of anger, which breaks all the waves that
dash against it, yet remains completely unmoved." -– St. John Climacus
The Icon of Our Lord Not Made with Hands, August 16
Prince Avgar of Edessa sent a portrait-painter, Ananias, to Palestine with a letter to
Christ our Savior, in which he begged the Lord to come and heal him of his
leprosy. In the event that Lord was unable to come, the prince commanded
Ananias to paint His likeness and bring it, believing that the portrait would heal
him. The Lord replied that he could not come, as the time of His Passion was at
hand. Our Savior took a napkin and wiped His face, leaving a perfect reproduction
of His most pure face on it. The Lord gave this napkin to Ananias, with a message
that the prince would be healed by it, but not entirely, and He would later send him
an envoy that would rid him of the remainder of the disease. Receiving the napkin,
Avgar kissed it and the leprosy fell from his body,
with just a little remaining on his face. Later, the Apostle Thaddaeus came to
Avgar, fully healed him and baptized him. Then the prince smashed the idols that
stood at the city’s gateway and placed the napkin with the face of Christ above the
entrance, stuck onto wood, surrounded with a gold frame and ornamented with
pearls. The city eventually fell to Arab conquest, and the Holy Napkin was
translated to Constantinople in 944.
Regarding Church Attendance
We have enabling parish members to sign up for purposes of attending Sunday
Divine Liturgy. There is a limited total number of attendees (60). To sign up,
please go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044CABAB29A4FF2-sunday
Every Sunday our Choir Director Barbara Scholl will ask a rotating number of
singers to also be present.
Holy Services will continue being live-streamed at
https://livestream.com/accounts/13863088/events/9076624?t=1586211820473
We are implementing this partial re-opening using the guidelines from the State of
California and from our Metropolitan. These are summarized below. Please read
these guidelines carefully and follow them.
We will continue to live stream all services until we all can be together again. For
those attending services, please work diligently to be at church on time. It is a gift

to be able to come together again so let’s start with “Blessed is the Kingdom” at 10
AM. You are also welcome to join us for Matins at 8:45 AM.
There is a great deal of joy in bringing our community back together again even
though we are still doing this slowly.
All attendees must practice self-distancing, excepting those who live in the same
household (no less than 6 ft. separation). Every other row of seats will be “blocked
off” to facilitate distancing. Ushers may ask you to move if necessary to maintain
prudent distancing.
The wearing of protective masks is highly recommended (young children
excepted). Choir members will not be wearing masks, but will practice rigorous
distancing).
If you have symptoms of illness, please stay home. These symptoms include:
Fever or chills
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Fatigue
Muscle or body aches
Headache
New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea
People with serious underlying conditions and the elderly should stay home. These
people can schedule Confession and/or reception of Holy Communion by
appointment. If you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, you should
not participate in holy services for 14 days.
The “stay at home” order went into effect in mid-Lent. Holy Confession therefore,
is overdue for many. These can be scheduled with Fr. Michael on Wednesday or
Saturday after Vespers. For the time being Confessions will not be heard on
Sunday mornings. The weekly Vespers services are open to all (up to our 81
person limit).

Points of contact in the Narthex and Church will be cleaned/disinfected after each
service. Hand sanitizer will be available in the Narthex (please help us by bringing
your own, if possible).
Please use sanitizer or soap and water to wash your hands upon entering the
church building.
Clergy will cleanse their hands periodically during holy services.
Regarding the distribution of Holy Communion, I quote from the directive of our
Metropolitan, “we will continue to offer Communion according to our Tradition,
but all should allow the priest to pour the Body and Blood by opening their mouths
wide and not closing their lips on the spoon. If the spoon does touch the mouth of
the communicant, it should be wiped on the kalima [communion cloth].”
When lining up for Holy Communion, please maintain 6 ft. distancing. Antidoron
[holy bread] will be handed out by the priest, or an altar server wearing a plastic
glove.
Collection trays will not be passed as usual. Instead one tray in the Narthex will be
designated for collections.
The latest medical evidence tells us that COVID-19 is mainly spread via
“respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes. These
droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly be
inhaled into the lungs. Spread is more likely when people are in close contact with
one another (within about 6 feet).” (CDC website).
Gathering to celebrate the Lord’s Day is essential to Christian life. At the same
time the last thing we want to see happen is for our gatherings to enable any
serious illness. This is why the practices listed above are necessary.
Please continue to pray that our decisions and actions in the process of re-opening
our church (and indeed our society) are guided by God’s wisdom. No plan is
perfect so I apologize for any inconveniences ours may cause. If you have
questions, please contact me via email (frmlaffoon@gmail.com) or call the Church
Office (949-851-8933)

