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JUNE 2, 2019
SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN
NIKEPHOROS THE CONFESSOR, PATRIARCH OF CONSTANTINOPLE

LITTLE ENTRANCE
Troparion of the Feast Tone 5: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down
death by death, and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life.
Arabic: Al-ma-sih qam min bai-ni l-am-wat, wa-wa-ti-a l-mowt bil-mowt, wa-waha-ba l-hayah, lil-la-dhi-na fi l-qu-bur (sung alternately with Psalm verses in
between).
THE PASCHAL ENTRANCE HYMN
Priest: In the gathering places bless ye God the Lord from the springs of Israel.
People: Save us O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee,
Alleluia.
HYMNS AFTER THE LITTLE ENTRANCE
All: Troparion of the Resurrection in the Fifth Tone: Let us believers praise
and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin
for our salvation. For He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to
suffer death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. (Repeated in
Arabic)
Troparion to St. Mark in the Fourth Tone: From thy childhood the light of truth
enlightened thee, O Mark, and thou didst love the labor of Christ the Savior.
Wherefore thou didst follow Peter with zeal and didst serve Paul as a fellow
laborer and didst enlighten the world with thy holy Gospel.
Kontakion of Pascha in the Eighth Tone: Down to the grave O thou wentest
immortal Lord. Yet didst destroy the power of hades and art risen with vict’ry
crowned, O Christ our true God; And hast hailed with glad greeting the women
that came with myrrh; And unto thine Apostles hast graciously sent thy peace, O
Lord that grantest the fallen to rise with thee.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Prokeimenon (Psalm 11:7,1) You, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve us. Save me
O Lord, for the godly man has failed.
Section from the Acts of the Apostles (16:16-34)
In those days, as we apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a
slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by
soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying, "These men are servants of the
Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation." And this she did for
many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, "I charge you
in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very hour.

But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and
Silas and dragged them into the market place before the rulers; and when they had
brought them to the magistrates they said, "These men are Jews and they are
disturbing our city. They advocate customs which it is not lawful for us Romans
to accept or practice." The crowd joined in attacking them; and the magistrates
tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. And when they
had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, charging the
jailer to keep them safely. Having received this charge, he put them into the inner
prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.
But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and
the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake,
so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors
were opened and every one's fetters were unfastened. When the jailer woke and
saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill
himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud
voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." And he called for lights and
rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought
them out and said, "Men, what must I do to be saved?" And they said, "Believe in
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household." And they spoke
the word of the Lord to him and to all that were in his house. And he took them
the same hour of the night, and washed their wounds, and he was baptized at once,
with all his family. Then he brought them up into his house, and set food before
them; and he rejoiced with all his household that he had believed in God.
Alleluia Verses (88:1,2) I will sing of your mercies, O Lord, for ever. For you
have said: “Mercy shall be built up for ever.”
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John (9:1-38)
At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw a man blind from his birth. And
his disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was
born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but
that the works of God might be made manifest in him. We must work the works
of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." As he said this, he spat on the
ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the clay,
saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went
and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him
before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?" Some said,
"It is he"; others said, "No, but he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They said
to him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man called Jesus

made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so I
went and washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He
said, "I do not know."
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was
a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again
asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, "He put clay on my
eyes, and I washed, and I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from
God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a
sinner do such signs?" There was a division among them. So they again said to the
blind man, "What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said,
"He is a prophet."
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, "Is
this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" His
parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but
how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him;
he is of age, he will speak for himself." His parents said this because they feared
the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if any one should confess him to be
Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, "He is of
age, ask him."
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him,
"Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner." He answered, "Whether
he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I
see." They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He
answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you
want to hear it again? Do you too want to become his disciples?" And they reviled
him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes
from." The man answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where he
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to
sinners, but if any one is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him.
Never since the world began has it been heard that any one opened the eyes of a
man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." They
answered him, "You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And they
cast him out.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, "Do you
believe in the Son of man?" He answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may believe
in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you."
He said, "Lord, I believe"; and he worshipped him.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
OTHER CHANGES FOR SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN
Instead of "It is truly meet...", sing the Easter hymn, "The Angel cried to the
Lady...", and "Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem...".
Communion Hymn: “Receive ye the body of Christ and taste and see him that is
found deathless.”
Instead of "We have seen the true light...”, “we sing "Christ is risen..."
Note: During the Paschal season, for the Communion of the people, we sing the
Troparion of Pascha is various languages.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Holy Oblations are offered today in loving memory of Caren Deeb
Kouri, on the 1-Year Anniversary of her falling asleep in the Lord, by her family,
Nicole and Mustapha Aitouaskri, Danielle Kouri and Ashley Neiman, Richard and
Deanna Bastron, Edna Deeb, Danice and Walid Najjar and Family, and the
Kouri Family and The Ranney Family; and by Steve and Barbara Scholl for Daniel
and Ashely Scholl on the occasion of their Uncrowning today.
Coffee Hour is given today by Coffee Committee
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Please remember in your prayers: Michael Debbas, Edward Deeb, Eleanor
Wackeen, Tarek Fakhouri, Anton & Keitie Turk, George Aldada (the elder),
Adele Bahbah, and the suffering people of Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Egypt, Libya,
Ethiopia, Somalia, Palestine, Venezuela, Ukraine, and all people afflicted with
disease and violence.
Ushers this week: Isa Khamis & Sammy Khamis
Ushers next week: Lew Malouf & Nelson Mamey
Good Samaritan Fund
Several years ago, St. Mark Church established a fund for assisting those in need,
both within our parish and in the general community. From time to time we ask for
contributions to the Good Samaritan Fund, and this is one of those times. If you
are in need of assistance or you are aware of someone in our parish that needs
financial assistance, please speak with Fr. Michael.

Church Etiquette
 Please be on time for services; those arriving late should not approach the
Chalice for Communion.
 To receive Communion, one must be a baptized/chrismated Orthodox
Christian who has prepared by prayer, fasting, alms giving, and regular
confession.
 Confessions are heard on Wednesday and Saturday evenings after Great
Vespers and during the week by appointment.
 Men, women, and children: please dress modestly for services.
 Please remove lip balm or lipstick before receiving Communion or kissing
the holy icons, Chalice, or Gospel.
TO THE PARENTS OF OUR YOUNG CHILDREN
•
Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in
God’s home. All are welcome!
•
Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear
what’s going on at the altar. They tire of seeing the back of others’ heads.
•
Quietly explain the actions of the Liturgy (what the priests, deacon, altar
boys are doing)
•
Sing the hymns and responses. Children learn how to worship in church by
copying you.
•
Incidental noise and movement are not reasons to take your child out of
church. If a child’s crying or movements become a distraction to others, then it is
time to leave until they are calm.
•
If you have to leave the church with your child, do so but please come back.
Our Lord said, “Let the children come to me and forbid them not, for such is the
Kingdom of Heaven.”
•
Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the
way they respond to the Church, to God, and one another. Let them know that they
are at home in our house of worship.
TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH
The presence of children is a gift to the Church and they are a reminder that our
parish is growing!
Please welcome our children and give a little encouragement to their parents.
Today
Last day of Church School.
Thanks to Ghassan Awayjan and his committee for our most enjoyable event
last night.

This Week
Wednesday June 5, 6:30 p.m. Evening Liturgy for Feast of Ascension (5:00 p.m.
Orthros)
Next week
Sunday June 9, Church School Awards
Monday June 10, Parish Council meeting 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday June 12, 7:00 p.m. Vespers
Upcoming Services & Events
June 21-23 Teen Retreat at the Celebrity Ranch in Temecula CA. Please see flyer
included in this bulletin.
Diocese Of Los Angeles & The West 67th Annual Parish Life Conference
Hosted by: ST. ANTHONY CHURCH, SAN DIEGO, CA SHERATON San
Diego HOTEL & MARINA ~ JULY 3 - 7, 2019. For more information, go
to https://antiochianevents.com/la.html
St. Nicholas Camp
Needs New Mattresses For Our Bunk Beds
Dear Faithful and Patrons of Camp St. Nicholas:
Christ is Risen! Camp St. Nicholas is in urgent need of new, sanitary mattresses!
The Camp Committee is hoping to provide these before our beloved campers show
up for this summer’s sessions. Therefore we are asking each of the faithful of our
parishes to consider donating a single mattress. The cost of a mattress is $100,
and we need roughly 225 mattresses. If you are able to donate one or more
mattresses, you may do so by sending a check made out to “St. Nicholas
Cathedral” with a note “for mattresses” to Ed Malouf 1021 N. Orchard Drive,
Burbank, CA 91506 or on-line with a credit card at
http://www.stnicholasla.com/make-donation (select "Camp St. Nicholas).
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at:
310-923-4347.
Thank you for your generosity and God bless!
Ed Malouf
Camp Chairman
Saturday September 21 2019, We have booked the San Juan Hills Golf Club for
our annual fundraiser please save the date
BUY SCRIP
Our Ladies Guild buys scrip from many and various stores and Restaurants (see
list included in this Bulletin) at a 3 to 10% discount. When you buy the scrip,
which is accepted just like cash at the issuing store, the Parish benefits. You pay

no more for these goods and services and are making a donation to our parish.
You can purchase this scrip from Saeda Turk at the coffee hour.
Sunday of the Blind Man
The Lord Jesus was coming from the Temple on the Sabbath, when, while walking
in the way, He saw the blind man mentioned in today's Gospel. This man had been
born thus from his mother's womb, that is, he had been born without eyes (see
Saint John Chrysostom, Homily LVI on Matthew; Saint Irenaeus, Against
Heresies, Book V: 15; and the second Exorcism of Saint Basil the Great). When
the disciples saw this, they asked their Teacher, "Who did sin, this man, or his
parents, that he was born blind?" They asked this because when the Lord had
healed the paralytic at the Sheep's Pool, He had told him, "Sin no more, lest a
worse thing come unto thee" (John 5:14); so they wondered, if sickness was
caused by sin, what sin could have been the cause of his being born without eyes.
But the Lord answered that this was for the glory of God. Then the God-man spat
on the ground and made clay with the spittle. He anointed the eyes of the blind
man and said to him, "Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam." Siloam (which means
"sent") was a well-known spring in Jerusalem used by the inhabitants for its
waters, which flowed to the eastern side of the city and collected in a large pool
called "the Pool of Siloam."
The Orthodox Christian greeting of Pascha
CHRIST IS RISEN!
TRULY HE IS RISEN!
AL-MASSIH QAM!
HAKKAN QAM! (Arabic)
CHRISTOS ANESTI!
ALITHOS ANESTI! (Greek)
CHRISTOS A INVIAT!
ADEVERAT A INVIAT! (Romanian)
CHRISTOS VOSKRESE!
VOISTINU VOSKRESE! (Slavonic)
CRISTO HA RESUCITADO! EN VERDAD HA RESUCITADO! (Spanish)

