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Church School after Holy Communion

JANUARY 27, 2019
TRANSFER OF THE RELICS OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

HYMNS AFTER THE LITTLE ENTRANCE
Troparion of the Resurrection in the Second Tone: When Thou didst submit
Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst destroy
hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the
earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of
life, glory to Thee
Troparion of St. John Chrysostom in the Eighth Tone: Grace shining forth
from thy mouth like fire hath enlightened the universe, and disclosed to the world
treasures of uncovetousness, and shown us the heights of humility. But as thou
dost instruct us by thy words, O Father John Chrysostom, intercede with the Word,
Christ our God, to save our souls.
Troparion of St. Mark in the Fourth Tone: From thy childhood the light of truth
enlightened thee, O Mark, and thou didst love the labor of Christ the Savior.
Wherefore thou didst follow Peter with zeal and didst serve Paul as a fellow
laborer and didst enlighten the world with thy holy Gospel.
Kontakion of the Presentation of Christ in the First Tone: Thou, O Christ God,
Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst bless
Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and
confirm them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Prokeimenon (Psalm 48:3,1) My mouth shall speak wisdom and the meditation
of my heart shall bring forth understanding. Hear this all you nations.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (7:26-8:2)
Brethren, it was fitting that we should have such a High Priest, holy, blameless,
unstained, separated from sinners, exalted above the heavens. He has no need, like
those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those
of the people; He did this once for all when He offered up Himself. Indeed, the law
appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which
came later than the law, appoints a Son Who has been made perfect forever. Now
the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a High Priest, one Who is
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the
Sanctuary and the true tent which is set up not by man but by the Lord.
Alleluia Verses (Psalm 36: 30, 31) The mouth of the righteous will meditate
wisdom. The law of his God is in his heart.

The Reading from the Gospel according to St. Luke (19:1-10)At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a man
named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich. And he
sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the crowd, because he
was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to
see Jesus, for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he
looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I must
stay at your house today." So he made haste and came down, and received him
joyfully. And when they saw it they all murmured, "He has gone in to be the guest
of a man who is a sinner." And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Behold,
Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded any one of
anything, I restore it fourfold." And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come
to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came to seek
and to save the lost."
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Holy Oblations are offered today by Ibrahim & Diana Khamis and family for the
soul of Diana’s father Fouad Barrance, departed this life 40 days. Memory eternal,
and by the Bahbah family for their aunt Zakieh Bahbah Ellati who passed away
last week in Biet Jalla Palestine, may she rest in peace.
Luncheon is given today by Ibrahim & Diana Khamis for the 40 days memorial
of Diana’s father.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Please remember in your prayers: Michael Debbas, Edward Deeb, Eleanor
Wackeen, Michael Joubran, Tarek Fakhouri, George Aldada (the elder), Adele
Bahbah, and the suffering people of Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Egypt, Libya,
Ethiopia, Somalia, Palestine, Venezuela, Ukraine, and all people afflicted with
disease and violence.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Ushers this week: Don Skaff & Melad Hanna
Ushers next week: Austin Turk & Roger Tierney
Altar boys serving this week: George Bahbah, Andrew Azzam, Richard Tierney,
Youssef Youssef, Andrew Bahbah, Andrew Hanouneh.
Altar boys serving next week: Paul Rodriguez, Paul Habeeb, Nicholas Habeeb,
Jeries Hanna, Anthony Saadeh, Dave Tax Jr.
Quote from the Saints

"Just as it is easy for us to be immersed and to lift up our heads again, so it is easy
for God to bury the old man and show forth the new. This takes place three times,
[in Holy Baptism] that you may know that the power of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit brings all these things to fulfillment." -- St. John Chrysostom
Good Samaritan Fund
Several years ago, St. Mark Church established a fund for assisting those in need,
both within our parish and in the general community. From time to time we ask for
contributions to the Good Samaritan Fund, and this is one of those times. If you
are in need of assistance or you are aware of someone in our parish that needs
financial assistance, please speak with Fr. Michael.






Church Etiquette
Please be on time for services; those arriving late should not approach the
Chalice for Communion.
To receive Communion, one must be a baptized/chrismated Orthodox Christian
who has prepared by prayer, fasting, alms giving, and regular confession.
Confessions are heard on Wednesday and Saturday evenings after Great Vespers
and during the week by appointment.
Men, women, and children: please dress modestly for services.
Please remove lip balm or lipstick before receiving Communion or kissing the
holy icons, Chalice, or Gospel.

A NOTE TO OUR VISTORS
Welcome to St. Mark's! We are pleased to have you here with us today. Please be
informed that only those Orthodox Christians who are prepared through prayer,
fasting, and the sacrament of confession should approach the Chalice for the
Eucharist. The Orthodox Church does not practice "open communion" or
intercommunion with other churches (non-Orthodox). If you have any questions
concerning this, please talk to Father Michael before taking communion. Visitors
are welcome to venerate the cross at the end of the service and to receive some of
the blessed bread, if they so desire.
For Orthodox Christians to receive Holy Communion:
 You must be spiritually prepared and uphold the beliefs and moral teachings of
the Church.
 You must keep the fast (Wednesday & Friday, and other fasting seasons)
 If married, your marriage must have been consecrated in the Orthodox Church.
 If (unfortunately) divorced, you must be formally restored to communion by the
Church by confession and Episcopal decision.

If an Orthodox Christian has left the church, or has been absent from services
for a long period, and is returning, he or she must see the priest prior to
receiving the sacraments of the Church.
Today
The 2019 Church Calendars are available at the information table in the hall.
Please, only one per family!
Sunday Church Ushers are needed at St. Mark. Both men and women are invited
to serve as ushers on Sunday, please contact Isa Khamis ijk53@yahoo.com or
(714) 904-2270.
This Week
Tuesday January 29, 6:30 p.m. Evening Divine Liturgy for Feast of Three Holy
Hierarchs (Orthros at 5:30 p.m.)
Wednesday January 30, 7:00 p.m. Vespers
Saturday February 2, Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple.
Orthros 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy 10:00 p.m.
Next week
Sunday February 3, Super Bowl Viewing Party at St. Mark Church. Please
see flyer included
Tuesday February 5, 6:45 p.m. Adult Education
Wednesday February 6, 7:00 p.m. Vespers
Saturday February 9, Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance. Please see flyer
included for more details.
Upcoming Services & Events
Our monthly Newsletter (and other important information) can be found at the
parish website www.st-mark-church.org
BUY SCRIP
Our Ladies Guild buys scrip from many and various stores and Restaurants (see
list included in this Bulletin) at a 3 to 10% discount. When you buy the scrip,
which is accepted just like cash at the issuing store, the Parish benefits. You pay
no more for these goods and services and are making a donation to our parish.

You can purchase this scrip from Saeda Turk at the coffee hour. And…. Do you
use Amazon.com? You can have a percentage of your purchase go to St.
Mark Church. All you need to do is go to smile.amazon.com and sign in with
your existing account. On the home screen, click on “Supporting” and when
asked to choose a charity type”St. Mark Antiochian Orthodox Church” and
select that as your designated charity. When you shop on Amazon, be sure
you are on the smile.amazon.com web page to start. One half of one percent
of what you spend will be given to our parish.
Transfer of the Relics of St. John Chrysostom (January 27)
Saint John Chrysostom -- a great ecumenical teacher and hierarch, died in the city
of Comene in the year 407 on his way to a place of exile, having been condemned
by the intrigues of the empress Eudoxia because of his daring denunciation of the
vices ruling over Constantinople. The transfer of his venerable relics was made in
the year 438: after 30 years following the death of the saint during the reign of
Eudoxia's son emperor Theodosius II (408-450).
Saint John Chrysostom had the warm love and deep respect of the people,
and grief over his untimely death lived on in the hearts of Christians. Saint John's
student Saint Proclus, Patriarch of Constantinople (434-447), making Divineservices in the Church of Saint Sophia, preached a sermon which in glorifying
Saint John he said: "O John! Thy life was filled with difficulties, but thy death was
glorious, thy grave is blessed and reward abundant through the grace and mercy of
our Lord Jesus Christ. O graced one, having conquered the bounds of time and
place! Love hath conquered space, unforgetting memory hath annihilated the
limits, and place doth not hinder the miracles of the saint". Those who were
present in church, deeply touched by the words of Saint Proclus, did not allow him
even to finish his sermon. With one accord they began to entreat the Patriarch to
intercede with the emperor, so that the relics of Saint John might be transferred to
Constantinople. The emperor, overwhelmed by Saint Proclus, gave his consent and
made the order to transfer the relics of Saint John. But the people dispatched by
him were by no means able to lift up the holy relics -- not until that moment when
the emperor, realising his oversight that he had not sent the message to Saint John,
humbly beseeching of him forgiveness for himself and for his mother Eudoxia.
The message was read at the grave of Saint John and after this they easily lifted up
the relics, carried them onto a ship and arrived at Constantinople. The reliquary
coffin with the relics was placed in the Church of the holy Martyr Irene. The
Patriarch opened the coffin: the body of Saint John had remained without decay.
The emperor, having approached the coffin with tears, asked forgiveness. All day
and night people did not leave the coffin. In the morning the reliquary coffin with

its relics was brought to the Church of the Holy Apostles. The people cried out:
"Receive back thy throne, father!" Then Patriarch Proclus and the clergy standing
at the relics -- saw Saint John open his mouth and pronounce: "Peace be to all".

