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SEPTEMBER 30, 2018
ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR, BISHOP OF ARMENIA

HYMNS AFTER THE ENTRANCE
Troparion for the Resurrection in the First Tone: While the stone was sealed
by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst arise
on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly
powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O
Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the
lover of mankind.
Troparion of St. Gregory of Armenia in the Fourth Tone: Thou hast become
like the Apostles in their states, a successor to their throne, finding indeed the
intelligential ladder, O thou God-inspired. Therefore, thou hast followed the Word
of God in righteousness, and striven unto blood for the Faith. O Hieromartyr
Gregory, intercede with Christ God to save our souls.
All: Troparion to St. Mark in the Fourth Tone: From thy childhood the light of
truth enlightened thee, O Mark, and thou didst love the labor of Christ the Savior.
Wherefore thou didst follow Peter with zeal and didst serve Paul as a fellow
laborer and didst enlighten the world with thy holy Gospel.
Priest: Kontakion of the Theotokos in the Second Tone: O undisputed
intercessor of Christians, the mediatrix unrejected by the Creator, turn not away
from the voice of our petitions, though we be sinners. Come to us in time, who cry
to thee in faith, with assistance; for thou art good. Hasten to us with intercessions,
O Theotokos, who dost ever intercede for those who honor thee+ + + + + + + + +
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Prokeimenon (Psalm 33:22, 1) Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in
the Lord, O you righteous.
The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul's Letter to the Corinthians
(9:6-11) Brethren, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do as he has made up
his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And
God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance for every good work.
As it is written, “He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor, his righteousness
endures for ever.” He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will
supply and multiply your resources and increase the harvest of your righteousness.
You will be enriched in every way for great generosity, which through us will
produce thanksgiving to God.
Alleluia Verses (Psalm 17.48, 50) It is God who avenges me. God magnifies the
salvation of his king; and deals mercifully with his anointed.

The Reading from the gospel according to St. Luke (6:31-36)
The Lord said, “As you wish that men would do to you, do so to them. If you
love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those
who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is
that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom
you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to
receive as much again. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most
High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even as your
Father is merciful”.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Holy Oblations are offered by Edna Deeb and the Najjar family for the souls of
Marion Deeb (8 years) and Caren Deeb Kouri (4 months); by Michael & Charlotte
Khoury for the health and salvation of their family and for the soul of Michael’s
brother Elias; by Austin, Saeda & Stephanie Turk for the health and salvation of
their family and on the occasion of Anthony’s birthday 10/3 and Alex’s birthday
9/29 ; by Anton & Keitie Turk for their grandchildren Jeries & Zaina on the
occasion of their birthdays, and by Melad & Wafa Hanna and family for the soul
of Melad’s uncle Issa Hanna departed this life last Wednesday in Syria. We also
pray for the soul of His Grace Bishop ANTOUN, departed this life one year.
Today’s Coffee Hour is sponsored by the coffee committee.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Please remember in your prayers: Michael Debbas, Eleanor Wackeen, Tarek
Fakhouri, George Aldada (the elder), Adele Bahbah, and the suffering people
of Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Egypt, Libya, Ethiopia, Somalia, Palestine, Venezuela,
Ukraine, and all people afflicted with disease and violence.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Ushers this week: Sleiman Aldada & Sam Kishek
Ushers next week: Teen SOYO
Altar boys serving this week: Andrew Khamis, Michael Yaghnam, Sebastian
Skaff, Matthew Kalache, Adam Erdkamp, Dominic Benjamin.
Altar boys serving next week: Jay Skaff, Nour Youssef, George Aldada,
Efstathios Geronikilaou, John Hanonneh
Quote from the Saints
What is more necessary for man than God and His divine love? He is our refuge,
He is our treasure, He is our food and drink, He is our raiment and shelter, He is
our health and strength, He is our happiness and joy, He is our hope and our trust.

Strive then, my son, to gain Him. If you succeed in gaining the One God, it will be
sufficient for you; you will rejoice more in Him than if you had gained the entire
world." -- St. Theodora
Good Samaritan Fund
Several years ago, St. Mark Church established a fund for assisting those in need,
both within our parish and in the general community. From time to time we ask for
contributions to the Good Samaritan Fund, and this is one of those times. If you
are in need of assistance or you are aware of someone in our parish that needs
financial assistance, please speak with Fr. Michael.






Church Etiquette
Please be on time for services; those arriving late should not approach the
Chalice for Communion.
To receive Communion, one must be a baptized/chrismated Orthodox Christian
who has prepared by prayer, fasting, alms giving, and regular confession.
Confessions are heard on Wednesday and Saturday evenings after Great Vespers
and during the week by appointment.
Men, women, and children: please dress modestly for services.
Please remove lip balm or lipstick before receiving Communion or kissing the
holy icons, Chalice, or Gospel.
TO THE PARENTS OF OUR YOUNG CHILDREN

•
Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in
God’s home. All are welcome!
•
Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear
what’s going on at the altar. They tire of seeing the back of others’ heads.
•
Quietly explain the actions of the Liturgy (what the priests, deacon, altar
boys are doing)
•
Sing the hymns and responses. Children learn how to worship in church by
copying you.
•
Incidental noise and movement are not reasons to take your child out of
church. If a child’s crying or movements become a distraction to others, then it is
time to leave until they are calm.
•
If you have to leave the church with your child, do so but please come back.
Our Lord said, “Let the children come to me and forbid them not, for such is the
Kingdom of Heaven.”

•
Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the
way they respond to the Church, to God, and one another. Let them know that they
are at home in our house of worship.
TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH
The presence of children is a gift to the Church and they are a reminder that our
parish is growing!
Please welcome our children and give a little encouragement to their parents.
Today
Please check Lost N Found box at the church hall.
This Week
Tuesday October 2, Adult Education 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday October 3, 7:00 p.m. Vespers
Next week
Tuesday October 9, 6:30 p.m. Adult Education
Wednesday October 10, 7:00 p.m. Vespers
October 12- 14, Diocese Fall Gathering, St. Peter Church, Pomona
Upcoming Services & Events
October 14, Parish Annual Meeting, All communing adult Orthodox Christians,
pledged to St. Mark for the current year are eligible to vote. We need your
participation in this meeting! Plan to be there. We will vote on a 2019 Budget, hear
organization reports and elect three new Council Members. If you would like to
run for a Council seat, or suggest another member for nomination, please see Fr.
Michael or one of the out-going Council members: Barbara Scholl, Kyra
Pelachick, or Dimitri Kort. The list of nominees will be printed in the October 7
bulletin. In accordance with our Parish Constitution, no nominations are allowed
from the floor.
Orange County Forum
A place for Orthodox Christian young adults in the OC area, married and single, to
have fellowship, fun and engage in social and service activities. This group serves
to foster the unity of faith, love and friendship between the Orthodox young adults
in the community with discussion, speakers and fun social events. Join our
Facebook group at http://www.facebook.com/groups/OrangeCountyForum for a
list of scheduled events and more information.

BUY SCRIP
Our Ladies Guild buys scrip from many and various stores and Restaurants (see
list included in this Bulletin) at a 3 to 10% discount. When you buy the scrip,
which is accepted just like cash at the issuing store, the Parish benefits. You pay
no more for these goods and services and are making a donation to our parish.
You can purchase this scrip from Saeda Turk at the coffee hour.
Dear St. Mark Church (YX817),
The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bringing hope and help to the
local neighborhoods we call home. Our stores are on a mission to go beyond being
a part of the community to also helping create a stronger community. We
appreciate your participation in our Community Rewards program to help
accomplish that mission!
We have recently upgraded our Community Rewards system, and as a result, your
Non-Profit Organization (NPO) has a new account number. (YX817) Please
reference the new number when contacting us for assistance. While the previous
number will continue to be associated with your organization, it will not be visible
to your members when enrolling. New members can enroll online as always or if
you do not have access to the online sign-up method, please call 1-800-4434438 we will be happy to register for you by using the new number or the name
of your organization.
If you have any questions, please email community.programs@ralphs.com or visit
our website at https://www.ralphs.com .
Thank you for being such an important organization in our community,
Community Rewards Staff.
Saint of the Day
St. Gregory the Illuniator, Bishop of Armenia
This Saint, a Parthian by race, was the son of Anak. He was born about the year
240 and was taught the Faith of Christ in Caesarea of Cappadocia. He entered the
service of Tiridates, King of Armenia, but when discovered to be a Christian, he
was subjected to many horrible torments at the King's hands, then was cast into a
pit of mire with poisonous serpents and left to die. By the power of God, however,
he abode there unharmed for fourteen years, his needs provided by a certain
widow, until he was made known by revelation and set free. He converted to piety
innumerable multitudes of Armenians, including Tiridates himself, and was
consecrated bishop by Leontius, Archbishop of Caesarea, to shepherd the vast
flock he had gained for Christ. He spent the last part of his life in retirement in the
ascetical discipline, and reposed in peace about the year 325. Saint Gregory is
honoured as the Illuminator of Armenia.

