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JUNE 24, 2018
NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
FOURTH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW

HYMNS AFTER THE LITTLE ENTRANCE
All: Troparion of the Resurrection the Third Tone: Let the heavens rejoice and
the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own arm. He hath
trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath
delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.
Troparion for the Nativity of St. John the Baptist in the Fourth Tone: O
Prophet and Forerunner of Christ God’s coming to us, all we who with longing
now extol thee are at a loss to honor thee worthily. For thy mother’s barrenness
and father’s long silence, by thine all-renowned and hallowed birth, were both
ended, and the Incarnation of the son of God is preached unto all the world.
All: Troparion to St. Mark in the Fourth Tone: From thy childhood the light of
truth enlightened thee, O Mark, and thou didst love the labor of Christ the Savior.
Wherefore thou didst follow Peter with zeal and didst serve Paul as a fellow
laborer and didst enlighten the world with thy holy Gospel.
Kontakion of the Theotokos in the Second Tone: O undisputed intercessor of
Christians, the mediatrix unrejected by the Creator, turn not away from the voice
of our petitions, though we be sinners. Come to us in time, who cry to thee in
faith, with assistance; for thou art good. Hasten to us with intercessions, O
Theotokos, who dost ever intercede for those who honor thee.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Prokeimenon (Psalm 63:11, 1) The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. O God,
hear my voice when I cry unto Thee.
The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. (13:11-14:4)
Brethren, salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed; the night
is far gone, the day is at hand. Let us then cast off the works of darkness and put
on the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves becomingly as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling
and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires. As for the man who is weak in faith, welcome him, but
not for disputes over opinions. One believes he may eat anything, while the weak
man eats only vegetables. Let not him who eats despise him who abstains, and let
not him who abstains pass judgment on him who eats; for God has welcomed him.
Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own
master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for God is able to make him
stand.
Alleluia Verses (Luke 1:68): Blessed be the Lord God of Israel. And you, child,
will be called the prophet of the Most High.

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (1:1-25, 57-68,
76, 80)
Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things which
have been accomplished among us, just as they were delivered to us by those who
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, it seemed good
to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an
orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may know the truth
concerning the things of which you have been informed. In the days of Herod,
king of Judea, there was a priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah; and
he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they
were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances
of the Lord blamelessly. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and
both were advanced in years. Now while he was serving as priest before God
when his division was on duty, according to the custom of the priesthood, it fell to
him by lot to enter the Temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole
multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of incense. And there
appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of
incense. And Zacharias was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him.
But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard,
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.
And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth; for he will
be great before the Lord, and he shall drink neither wine nor strong drink, and he
will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. And he will turn
many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before Him in the
spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people
prepared.” And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an
old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” And the angel answered him, “I am
Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God; and I was sent to speak to you, and to
bring you this good news. And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until
the day that these things come to pass, because you did not believe my words,
which will be fulfilled in their time.” And the people were waiting for Zacharias,
and they wondered at his delay in the temple. And when he came out, he could not
speak to them, and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple; and he
made signs to them and remained dumb. And when his time of service was ended,
he went to his home. After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five
months she hid herself, saying, “Thus the Lord has done to me in the days when he
looked on me, to take away my reproach among men.” Now the time came for
Elizabeth to be delivered, and she gave birth to a son. And her neighbors and

kinsfolk heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with
her. And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they would
have named him Zacharias after his father, but his mother said, “Not so; he shall
be called John.” And they said to her, “None of your kindred is called by this
name.” And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he would have him
called. And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, “His name is John.” And
they all marveled. And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed,
and he spoke, blessing God. And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these
things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea; and all who heard
them laid them up in their hearts, saying “What then will this child be?” For the
hand of the Lord was with him. And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy
Spirit, and prophesied, saying, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has
visited and redeemed His people. And you, child, will be called the Prophet of the
Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare His ways.” And the child
grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his
manifestation to Israel
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Holy Oblations are offered today by June Anter for her grandson Paul Nicholas
Anter on his graduation from High School and for her granddaughter Leilah
Rodriguez on her graduation with a Bachelor of Arts from U.S.C., and for the soul
of Caren Deeb Kouri; by Anthony, Stephanie & Alex Turk for their parents Austin
& Saeda on the occasion of their birthdays and their wedding anniversary, by the
Bahbah family for the health and salvation of their mother Adele and for her
birthday(June 25), and by Teta Keitie and Jedo Anton Turk for their granddaughter
Adella Tannous on her birthday, for David and Juliana Tannous on their wedding
anniversary and for Austin & Saeda for their birthdays and their wedding
anniversary
Coffee hour is sponsored by the coffee hour committee
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Please remember in your prayers: Michael Debbas, Eleanor Wackeen, Tarek
Fakhouri, Seham Aldada, George Aldada (the elder), Adele Bahbah and the
suffering people of Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Egypt, Libya, Ethiopia, Somalia,
Palestine, Venezuela, Ukraine, and all people afflicted with disease and violence.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Ushers this week: Paul Habeeb & Jamal Sayegh
Ushers next week: Ghassan Awayjan & Sami Nino

Altar boys serving this week: Jay Skaff, Nour Youssef, George Aldada,
Efstathios Geronikilaou, John Hanouneh.
Altar boys serving next week: George Bahbah, Andrew Azzam, Richard Tierney,
Youssef Youssef, Andrew Bahbah, Andrew Hanouneh.
Quote from the Saints
“Death's awful mystery comes upon us suddenly, and soul and body are violently
severed, divorced from their natural union by the will of God. What shall we do at
that hour if we have not thought of it beforehand, if we have not been instructed
concerning this eventuality and find ourselves unprepared?” -- St. Nil Sorsky
Good Samaritan Fund
Several years ago, St. Mark Church established a fund for assisting those in need,
both within our parish and in the general community. From time to time we ask for
contributions to the Good Samaritan Fund, and this is one of those times. If you
are in need of assistance or you are aware of someone in our parish that needs
financial assistance, please speak with Fr. Michael.






Church Etiquette
Please be on time for services; those arriving late should not approach the
Chalice for Communion.
To receive Communion, one must be a baptized/chrismated Orthodox Christian
who has prepared by prayer, fasting, alms giving, and regular confession.
Confessions are heard on Wednesday and Saturday evenings after Great Vespers
and during the week by appointment.
Men, women, and children: please dress modestly for services.
Please remove lip balm or lipstick before receiving Communion or kissing the
holy icons, Chalice, or Gospel.
TO THE PARENTS OF OUR YOUNG CHILDREN

•
Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in
God’s home. All are welcome!
•
Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear
what’s going on at the altar. They tire of seeing the back of others’ heads.
•
Quietly explain the actions of the Liturgy (what the priests, deacon, altar
boys are doing)
•
Sing the hymns and responses. Children learn how to worship in church by
copying you.

•
Incidental noise and movement are not reasons to take your child out of
church. If a child’s crying or movements become a distraction to others, then it is
time to leave until they are calm.
•
If you have to leave the church with your child, do so but please come back.
Our Lord said, “Let the children come to me and forbid them not, for such is the
Kingdom of Heaven.”
•
Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the
way they respond to the Church, to God, and one another. Let them know that they
are at home in our house of worship.
TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH
The presence of children is a gift to the Church and they are a reminder that our
parish is growing!
Please welcome our children and give a little encouragement to their parents.
Today
Please remember to take your Sunday Bulletin home, it will help you to
remember the services and the events going on in your church. Please put the
Liturgy book service back in the pocket when you are done using it. Thank you!
Apostles fast began on June 4. The Fast of the Holy Apostles is not as strict as
the Fasts of Pascha and the Nativity of Christ; rather it is more lenient in its
duration and rules. The current rules of fasting, during the Apostles' Fast, were
established first for the monks of the Monastery of the Kiev Caves by Metropolitan
George of Kiev (1069-1072). These rules are still practiced today amongst most
Orthodox Christians with minor variations, depending on the jurisdiction.
The rules are:
1- Red meat, poultry, and dairy products are not allowed during the entire fasting
period in all weekdays.
2- Fish, wine, and oil are allowed on all days except on Wednesdays and Fridays
This Week
Wednesday June 27, No Vespers (Fr. Michael is traveling)
Thursday June 28, Evening Liturgy for the Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul at 6:30
pm
Saturday June 30, Antiochian Women’s Brunch, 11:00 a.m. at the Chili Pepper
Restaurant in Orange (see flyer for more information)

Next week
Diocese Of Los Angeles & The West 66th Annual Parish Life Conference
Hosted by: St. George Church; Portland, OR Red Lion on the River, Jantzen
Beach – July 4 – 8, 2018. Please see Registration Form and Souvenir Journal
Order Form on the table by the bulletin board in the church hall.
No Vespers on July 4 due to PLC
Upcoming Services & Events
Monday July 9, FOCUS Summer Feeding Program
Wednesday July 11, Vespers 6:30p.m. ; Parish Council 7:15 p.m.
We are trying to form a Grief Support Group for adults dealing with loss. The
proposed meeting day/time is Saturdays 11:00 a.m. to Noon. Please contact
Tammy Qutami if you would like to participate, or have questions: (714) 322-2954
or tammyrq3@gmail.com.
St. Nichols Summer Camp sign-ups are now open!
Session 1: July 15 - 21
Session 2: July 22 - 28
Session 3: July 29 - Aug 4
All parents with children from 8-18years of age are encouraged to sign them
up at Campstnicholas.com to sign your kids up! The kids make friends and
memories that will last a lifetime while learning about their faith!
Orange County Forum
A place for Orthodox Christian young adults in the OC area, married and single, to
have fellowship, fun and engage in social and service activities. This group serves
to foster the unity of faith, love and friendship between the Orthodox young adults
in the community with discussion, speakers and fun social events. Join our
Facebook group at http://www.facebook.com/groups/OrangeCountyForum for a
list of scheduled events and more information.
BUY SCRIP
Our Ladies Guild buys scrip from many and various stores and Restaurants (see
list included in this Bulletin) at a 3 to 10% discount. When you buy the scrip,
which is accepted just like cash at the issuing store, the Parish benefits. You pay

no more for these goods and services and are making a donation to our parish.
You can purchase this scrip from Saeda Turk at the coffee hour.

Birth of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John

He that was greater than all who are born of women, the Prophet who received
God's testimony that he surpassed all the Prophets, was born of the aged and
barren Elizabeth (Luke 1: 7) and filled all his kinsmen, and those that lived round
about, with gladness and wonder. But even more wondrous was that which
followed on the eighth day when he was circumcised, that is, the day on which a
male child receives his name. Those present called him Zacharias, the name of his
father. But the mother said, "Not so, but he shall be called John." Since the child's
father was unable to speak, he was asked, by means of a sign, to indicate the
child's name. He then asked for a tablet and wrote, "His name is John." And
immediately Zacharias' mouth was opened, his tongue was loosed from its silence
of nine months, and filled with the Holy Spirit, he blessed the God of Israel, Who
had fulfilled the promises made to their fathers, and had visited them that were
sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, and had sent to them the light of
salvation. Zacharias prophesied concerning the child also, saying that he would be
a Prophet of the Most High and Forerunner of Jesus Christ. And the child John,
who was filled with grace, grew and waxed strong in the Spirit; and he was in the
wilderness until the day of his showing to Israel (Luke 1:57-80). His name is a
variation of the Hebrew "Johanan," which means "Yah is gracious."

