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MAY 20, 2018
FATHERS OF THE 1ST ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

HYMNS AFTER THE LITTLE ENTRANCE
All: Troparion of the Resurrection in the Sixth Tone: When Mary stood at Thy
grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy revered
tomb. And the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led
Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst
give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.
Troparion of the Ascension in the Fourth Tone: Thou hast ascended in glory, O
Christ our God, and gladdened Thy Disciples with the promise of the Holy Spirit,
having become confident of the blessing. Verily, Thou art the Son of God, and
Deliverer of the world.
Troparion of the Holy Fathers in the Eight Tone: Thou, O Christ, art our God
of exceeding praise Who didst establish our holy Fathers as luminous stars upon
earth, and through them didst guide us unto the true Faith, O most merciful One,
glory to Thee
Troparion to St. Mark in the Fourth Tone: From thy childhood the light of truth
enlightened thee, O Mark, and thou didst love the labor of Christ the Savior.
Wherefore thou didst follow Peter with zeal and didst serve Paul as a fellow
laborer and didst enlighten the world with thy holy Gospel.
Kontakion of the Ascension in the Sixth Tone: When Thou didst fulfill Thy
dispensation for our sakes, uniting the terrestrials with the celestials, Thou didst
ascend in glory, O Christ our God, inseparable in space, but constant without
separation, and crying unto Thy beloved, I am with you, and no one shall be
against you
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Prokeimenon (Daniel3:26-27) Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers.
For you art just in all you have done.
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (20:16-18, 28-36)
In those days, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he might not have to
spend time in Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day
of Pentecost. And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of
the church. And when they came to him, he said to them: “Take heed to yourselves
and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for
the church of God which he obtained with the blood of his own Son. I know that
after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;
and from among your own selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw

away the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years
I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. And now I commend
you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give
you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or
gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my ecessities,
and to those who were with me. In all things I have shown you that by so toiling
one must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said,
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” And when he had spoken thus, he nelt
down and prayed with them all.
Alleluia Verses (Psalm 49:1, 5) The God of gods, the Lord, has spoken and has
called the earth. Gather his saints to him.
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (17:1-13)
At that time, Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has
come; glorify Thy Son that the Son may glorify Thee, since Thou hast given Him
power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom Thou hast given Him. And
this is eternal life that they know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom
Thou hast sent. I glorified Thee on earth, having accomplished the work which
Thou gavest Me to do; and now, Father, glorify Thou Me in Thy own presence
with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was made. I have
manifested Thy Name to the men whom Thou gavest Me out of the world; Thine
they were, and Thou gavest them to Me, and they have kept Thy word. Now they
know that everything that Thou hast given Me is from Thee; for I have given them
the words which Thou gavest Me, and they have received them and know in truth
that I came from Thee; and they have believed that Thou didst send Me. I am
praying for them; I am not praying for the world but for those whom Thou hast
given Me, for they are Thine; all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine, and I am
glorified in them. And now I am no more in the world, but they are in the world,
and I am coming to Thee. Holy Father, keep them in Thy Name, which Thou hast
given Me, that they may be one, even as We are one. While I was with them, I
kept them in Thy Name, which Thou have given Me; I have guarded them, and
none of them is lost but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled.
But now I am coming to Thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they may
have My joy fulfilled in themselves.”
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Holy Oblations are offered today by Fr. Michael and Kh. Donna for their
daughter Sophia Whitacre on the occasion of her birthday (May 20), and by Anees,
Brittney, Angelina & Izabella Turk and by Turk, Nassar & Anssara family for the

soul of wife and mother Reham Nassar Turk departed this life 40 days, may her
memory be Eternal!
Meal of mercy is served today by Anees Turk and family for the 40 days memorial
of Reham Turk.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Please remember in your prayers: Michael Debbas, Eleanor Wackeen, Tarek
Fakhouri, Seham Aldada, George Aldada (the elder), and the suffering people
of Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Egypt, Libya, Ethiopia, Somalia, Palestine, Venezuela,
Ukraine, and all people afflicted with disease and violence.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Ushers this week: : Dimitri Kort & Randy Dabbah
Ushers next week: Don Skaff & Melad Hanna
Altar boys serving this week: Jay Skaff, Nour Youssef, George Aldada,
Efstathios Geronikilaou, John Hanouneh.
Altar boys serving next week: George Bahbah, Andrew Azzam, Richard Tierney,
Youssef Youssef, Andrew Bahbah, Anderew Hanouneh.
Quote from the saints
"The Fathers have declared the singing of psalms to be a weapon, prayer to be a
wall, and honest tears to be a bath...without which no one subject to passions will
see the Lord." -- St. John Climacus
Good Samaritan Fund
Several years ago, St. Mark Church established a fund for assisting those in need,
both within our parish and in the general community. From time to time we ask for
contributions to the Good Samaritan Fund, and this is one of those times. If you
are in need of assistance or you are aware of someone in our parish that needs
financial assistance, please speak with Fr. Michael.
Church Etiquette
 Please be on time for services; those arriving late should not approach the
Chalice for Communion.
 To receive Communion, one must be a baptized/chrismated Orthodox Christian
who has prepared by prayer, fasting, alms giving, and regular confession.
 Confessions are heard on Wednesday and Saturday evenings after Great Vespers
and during the week by appointment.
 Men, women, and children: please dress modestly for services.

 Please remove lip balm or lipstick before receiving Communion or kissing the
holy icons, Chalice, or Gospel.
TO THE PARENTS OF OUR YOUNG CHILDREN
•
Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in
God’s home. All are welcome!
•
Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear
what’s going on at the altar. They tire of seeing the back of others’ heads.
•
Quietly explain the actions of the Liturgy (what the priests, deacon, altar
boys are doing)
•
Sing the hymns and responses. Children learn how to worship in church by
copying you.
•
Incidental noise and movement are not reasons to take your child out of
church. If a child’s crying or movements become a distraction to others, then it is
time to leave until they are calm.
•
If you have to leave the church with your child, do so but please come back.
Our Lord said, “Let the children come to me and forbid them not, for such is the
Kingdom of Heaven.”
•
Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the
way they respond to the Church, to God, and one another. Let them know that they
are at home in our house of worship.
TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH
The presence of children is a gift to the Church and they are a reminder that our
parish is growing!
Please welcome our children and give a little encouragement to their parents.
Today
Please remember to take your Sunday Bulletin home, it will help you to
remember the services and the events going on in your church. Please put the
Liturgy book service back in the pocket when you are done using it. Thank you!
2018 Stewardship Pledge Campaign!
Thank you to all who have pledged so far! To date, we’ve had 136 families turn in
their 2018 pledge cards and have raised $204,587 which is 99% of our goal of
reaching $205,000. We’re less than $500 away from our goal!! If you haven’t yet,
please take the time to fill out your pledge cards today! We appreciate your
prayers and support.

Thank you to our newest 3 pledging families: Michael & Rania Debbas, Sub
Deacon Omar and Fatin, Nader & Suhair Qoborsi.
Additional pledge cards are available in the back of the church and can be dropped
off in the white box at the church hall. If you have questions, please don’t hesitate
to ask a parish council member.
In Christ,
St. Mark Stewardship Committee
This Week
Tuesday May 22, 6:30 pm Journey to Fullness
Wednesday May 23, Vespers 7:00 pm
Next week
Sunday May 27, Pentecost
Monday May 28, Memorial Day (Church Office is closed)
Upcoming Services & Events
Sunday June 3, Last Day of Church School
Sunday June 10, Church School Awards Program
Diocese Of Los Angeles & The West 66th Annual Parish Life Conference
Hosted by: St. George Church; Portland, OR Red Lion on the River, Jantzen
Beach – July 4 – 8, 2018. Please see Registration Form and Souvenir Journal
Order Form on the table by the bulletin board in the church hall.
We are trying to form a Grief Support Group for adults dealing with loss. The
proposed meeting day/time is Saturdays 11:00 a.m. to Noon. Please contact
Tammy Qutami if you would like to participate, or have questions: (714) 322-2954
or tammyrq3@gmail.com.
St. Nichols Summer Camp sign-ups are now open!
Session 1: July 15 - 21
Session 2: July 22 - 28
Session 3: July 29 - Aug 4
All parents with children from 8-18years of age are encouraged to sign them
up at Campstnicholas.com to sign your kids up! The kids make friends and
memories that will last a lifetime while learning about their faith!

Orange County Forum
A place for Orthodox Christian young adults in the OC area, married and single, to
have fellowship, fun and engage in social and service activities. This group serves
to foster the unity of faith, love and friendship between the Orthodox young adults
in the community with discussion, speakers and fun social events. Join our
Facebook group at http://www.facebook.com/groups/OrangeCountyForum for a
list of scheduled events and more information.
BUY SCRIP
Our Ladies Guild buys scrip from many and various stores and Restaurants (see
list included in this Bulletin) at a 3 to 10% discount. When you buy the scrip,
which is accepted just like cash at the issuing store, the Parish benefits. You pay
no more for these goods and services and are making a donation to our parish.
You can purchase this scrip from Saeda Turk at the coffee hour.
Father of the 1st Ecumenical Council
The heresiarch Arius was a Libyan by race and a protopresbyter of the Church of
Alexandria. In 315, he began to blaspheme against the Son and Word of God,
saying that He is not true God, consubstantial with the Father, but is rather a work
and creation, alien to the essence and glory of the Father, and that there was a time
when He was not. This frightful blasphemy shook the faithful of Alexandria.
Alexander, his Archbishop, after trying in vain to correct him through
admonitions, cut him off from communion and finally in a local council deposed
him in the year 321. Yet neither did the blasphemer wish to be corrected, nor did
he cease sowing the deadly tares of his heretical teachings; but writing to the
bishops of other cities, Arius and his followers requested that his doctrine be
examined, and if it were unsound, that the correct teaching be declared to him. By
this means, his heresy became universally known and won many supporters, so
that the whole Church was soon in an uproar.
Therefore, moved by divine zeal, the first Christian Sovereign, Saint Constantine
the Great, the equal to the Apostles, summoned the renowned First Ecumenical
Council in Nicaea, a city of Bithynia. It was there that the shepherds and teachers
of the Church of Christ gathered from all regions in the year 325. All of them, with
one mouth and one voice, declared that the Son and Word of God is one in essence
with the Father, true God of true God, and they composed the holy Symbol of
Faith up to the seventh article (since the remainder, beginning with "And in the
Holy Spirit," was completed by the Second Ecumenical Council). Thus they
anathematized the impious Arius of evil belief and those of like mind with him,
and cut them off as rotten members from the whole body of the faithful.

Therefore, recognizing the divine Fathers as heralds of the Faith after the divine
Apostles, the Church of Christ has appointed this present Sunday for their annual
commemoration, in thanksgiving and unto the glory of God, unto their praise and
honour, and unto the strengthening of the true Faith.

